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7 August 2006 
 
 
 
Omnibus Amendment Rule 
Rules Team 
Land Transport New Zealand 
PO Box 2840 
WELLINGTON 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 

OMNIBUS AMENDMENT RULE (Rule 10002) 
 
Introduction 
 
The New Zealand Automobile Association (NZAA) welcomes the opportunity to provide 
comment on the draft Omnibus Amendment Rule 10002. 
 
As an organisation with a membership exceeding 1 million vehicle owners and drivers in New 
Zealand, close attention is given to any proposals that apply to vehicle standards and the use 
of those vehicles.  
 
We circulated the draft Rule for comment to our 17 District Councils. The AA District Councils 
are representative of the membership and deal with policy issues. A summary of the feedback 
from our District Councils – on the proposals for which we have any comment – is provided 
below. We hope that you find these helpful in finalising the Rule, and welcome the opportunity 
for further input.  
 
Comments on the proposals 
 
Road User Rule (section 6 of the Omnibus Amendment Rule) 
Proposal 25 (OA clause 6.1[3] and 6.1[4]) 
The NZAA has no opposition to amending Road User Rule subclause 4.2[1] (Omnibus 
Amendment clause 6.1[3]). 
 
In respect to clause 6.1[4], in the original draft of the Road User Rule, subclause 4.2 proposed: 
 (3) A driver turning or about to turn right must give way to –  
 (a) a vehicle approaching from the opposite direction and travelling 

straight ahead; and 
 (b) a vehicle approaching from the opposite direction and turning or 

about to turn to its left. 
 
In other words, this was a reversal of the Give Way (right hand) rule introduced in 1977. The 
NZAA supported this proposed amendment, and still does on the grounds of road safety, 
reducing confusion, improving traffic flow, and aligning New Zealand with international practice. 
Therefore, we oppose the proposed amendment to subclause 4.2 (specifically 2A) in the 
Omnibus Amendment Rule, and would encourage the re-instatement of the subclause above.  
With respect to the new subclause [2] (“A driver changing lanes or about to change lanes, or 
turning or about to turn, must give way to any vehicle not changing lanes or making a turn”), 
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this may not readily apply in the situation of two lanes merging at the end of a passing bay, or 
motorway on ramp. In such cases, the Road Code advises motorists to “merge like a zip” and 
not give way. Therefore, we question the inclusion of the reference to changing lanes in this 
proposed clause. 
 
Proposal 26 (OA clause 6.1[5]) 
The NZAA opposes the inclusion of this subclause as proposed. It is our belief that the issue of 
vehicles parked adjacent to the roadway is best dealt with through local bylaws, and not a Land 
Transport Rule. We consider that there may be some legitimate reasons why vehicles might 
park on a lawn flanking a road, and local road controlling authorities are best placed to judge 
whether such activity should be permitted or prohibited on safety grounds. By introducing such 
a blanket piece of legislation, all existing bylaws will be superceded, quite probably creating 
more problems than it solves. 
 
Setting of Speed Limits (section 7) 
Proposal 31 (OA clause 7.1[8]) 
The NZAA recognises it is appropriate to reinstate this provision from the Traffic Regulations 
(reg. 21[4]), as it was excluded from the Road User Rule in error. However we would like it 
recorded that our District Councils consider that the definition of a Limited Speed Zone (LSZ) is 
not well understood by the motoring public at large, and LSZ’s are also difficult to enforce. 
Consequently, we believe the use of LSZ’s should be minimised, and indeed, the Setting of 
Speed Limits Rule and Speed Zoning trials both afford the designation of appropriate maximum 
speed limits for the conditions. Thus, consideration should be given to reviewing the application 
of LSZ’s in light of the above instruments, and therefore, postponing the inclusion of this 
proposal in the Omnibus Amendment Rule until after such a review. 
 
Traffic Control Devices (section 8) 
Proposal 33 (OA clause 8.1[1] to 8.1[4]) 
The AA is sceptical about the benefits of ramp signalling, as proposed for the Auckland region 
by Transit New Zealand. We believe the money being allocated for this project would be far 
better spent completing essential Auckland transport network projects. Moreover, research 
undertaken by the AA reveals a strong concern within the Auckland region that the 
implementation of ramp signalling will simply move the congestion from the State Highway 
network onto arterial and local roads.  
 
The AA is also concerned about Transit’s ability to manage the ramp signalling operations, and 
the haste with which the ramp signalling projects are being implemented. However, in principle 
we do not have any opposition to accommodating the use of fixed signs instead of variable 
ones at ramp signals, although we believe such a clause is the thin end of the wedge and that 
the introduction of ramp signalling should not be supported. The use of any signs should also 
be supported by a major education campaign, otherwise ramp signalling runs the risk of being a 
public relations disaster. 
 
Proposal 34 (OA clause 8.1[5]) 
The NZAA strongly supports the inclusion of this amended subclause (8.2[3]), however, we do 
not agree with the inclusion of 8.2[3A]. It is our opinion that, in the interests of national 
consistency and to reduce confusion on the part of road users, all pedestrian crossings should 
be white on black, and not permit the use of contrasting colours. Therefore, the subclause 
should insist on white lines on a dark road surface. 
 
Proposal 37 (OA clause 8.1[8]) 
We support aligning this subclause with the Traffic Regulations. 
 
Vehicle Lighting (section 11) 
Proposal 65 (OA clause 11.1[2]) 
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The NZAA considers the inclusion of this subclause is a sensible amendment. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mike Noon 
General Manager Motoring Affairs  
New Zealand Automobile Association 


